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KEEP SWIMMING

DUST BOWL WOMAN

The swim teams are headed
to the Summit League
Championship this weekend.

A discussion in Booth Library
explored letters written by a
woman during the Dust Bowl.
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Read the Signs

Housing
sees fewer
positions
eliminated
C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Akeem Forbes, a junior English major, and Autumn Frykholm, a junior English Language Arts major, make signs for Wednesday’s Springfield
rallies in the ITC Lab in Buzzard Hall Tuesday evening.

Community leaders relay support
for Eastern during City Council
By Lynnsey Veach
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Hadley Phillips spoke at the Charleston City
Council meeting Tuesday and read a prepared
statement from his father, Rep. Reggie Phillips,
offering support for Eastern’s students and faculty.
Hadley Phillips delivered his father’s remarks
because Reggie Phillips is in Springfield for Gov.
Rauner’s budget address on Wednesday.
In Reggie Phillips’ statement, he advocated
for funding for Eastern with no more than a 6.5
percent cut to Eastern’s budget.
“I want to encourage Charleston and EIU
to call and write any and all Springfield legislatures,”
Reggie Phillips said. “Tell them to work together and fund our university.”
Reggie Phillips said in his statement that he
would not have been able to study at Eastern

"Any trouble that comes upon Eastern is very personal
to almost all of us. This is our university, and those
students and employees are our people."
Brandon Combs, Charleston Mayor
without MAP Grants and other forms of aid.
He said he gives Eastern credit for his success
in Charleston.
“I wouldn’t be where I am if it weren’t for my
time at Eastern,” he said.
Mayor Brandon Combs read a prepared statement at the meeting concerning Eastern’s current state and need for funding.
Combs said almost everyone in the Charleston community has a tie to Eastern; some are

students, staff, alumni and relatives of faculty.
“Any trouble that comes upon Eastern is very
personal to almost all of us,” Combs said. “This
is our university, and those students and employees are our people.”
Combs said he urges our legislatures from
both parties to compromise and provide funding that is needed for Eastern and other universities in Illinois.
CITY COUNCIL, page 5

Staff Report | @DEN_News
The number of layoffs to civil service employees went down from 198 to 177 after a further
review in the area of student Housing and Dining Services.
Glassman sent an email about the lower number of layoffs Monday.
In another email sent Monday Jan. 25, Glassman said layoffs of civil service personnel and
furlough days of others would be necessary if
there is no appropriation given to Eastern.
Paul McCann, interim vice president for business affairs, said the university decided not to do
many layoffs in Housing and Dining to “err on
the side of safety and customer service.”
McCann said the original 198 number was an
estimate, which originally included more people
in Housing and Dining.
“The whole thing has been a work in process,”
McCann said.
Glassman said his greatest hope is that lawmakers in Springfield will enact higher education appropriations and give funding to Eastern
so many or all of the layoffs can be avoided.
“If the appropriation and funds are delayed
longer, we will do everything possible to recall
our civil service colleagues as soon as funds begin to be received,” Glassman said.
The News staff can be
reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Students debate, come to agreements on politics
By Jason Franc
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
A debate Tuesday between the EIU College
Democrats and EIU College Republicans included a lot more agreeing than debating.
Many questions addressed what each party thought of the Affordable Care Act, whether President Barack Obama should elect a new
Supreme Court justice, if the minimum wage
should be raised, and if the U.S. should keep

taking in refugees.
John Morris, a political science professor, mediated the debate and said the conversation was
“well respected.”
Morris said no problems occurred concerning
the debaters respecting one another. In fact, they
had so much respect for one another that a lot of
the questions that were being debated ended up
being agreed upon.
Juan Nevarez, a Democratic debater, said the
debate was thorough.

“Each side had good points displayed in a civil way, but the democrats brought their game,”
Nevarez said.
Even a sense of calmness persisted for the majority of the debate, certain instances occurred
where tension could be felt between the two parties. The main voice for the Republicans was Jeremy Lynch, who also had a few things to say
about the debate itself.
“All participants in the debate were very well
prepared and made excellent points,” Lynch

said.
The focus of the debate dealt with issues more
related to the political topics that are relevant to
citizens and how the government is directly involved with them. The first hot issue discussed
was the Affordable Care Act, or Obamacare.
This acted as an icebreaker for the debate because both parties almost immediately agreed
that it was not a very good plan.

DEBATE, page 5
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Local weather Professor brings Dust Bowl letters to light
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Partly Cloudy

Partly Cloudy

High: 35°
Low: 27°

High: 45°
Low: 40°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
A recent event explored the stories of a woman from the Great
Depression and the Dust Bowl who
wrote letters portraying her experiences during that 10-year period.
Caroline Henderson lived
through the Great Depression and
carried on against the backdrop of
the Dust Bowl.
Henderson shared the experiences through letters she wrote.
Bonnie Laughlin-Schultz, a historian of the 19th centur y and
women’s and gender history and a
history professor at Eastern, presented her research on Henderson
Tuesday night in Booth Library.
Henderson pursued her degree
in an era when women had limited access to higher education and
graduated from Mount Holyoke in
1901, becoming a teacher.
After finishing her teaching career in Iowa, Henderson moved to
western Oklahoma and became a
farmer.
Since Henderson did attend college, and become a teacher, she was
not like many other women from
the Dust Bowl.
“I would argue that Caroline
Henderson isn’t exactly an ordinary person and that’s part of why
we can recover her experience,”
Laughlin-Schultz said. “But still it
has been really a thrill to dig into
her archives.”
Reference librarian Janice Derr
asked Laughlin-Schultz to be the

C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

History professor Bonnie Laughlin-Schultz speaks about the life of Caroline
Henderson, an influential writer during the Dust Bowl period, for Booth Library’s exhibit, “Dust, Drought, and Dreams Gone Dry” Tuesday afternoon.

speaker of the event.
Hosting the event was one of the
requirements of a grant Booth Library received along with the Henderson papers.
“We have had Laughlin-Schultz
speak for us before and I know she
is a good speaker so I asked her if
she was interested and she was really excited about the topic,” Derr
said. “So it turned out to be a good
fit.”
One thing that Henderson was
able to provide was a women’s
voice and not just a picture.

The pictures can show the emotion of a woman but with a caption
from someone else telling the audience how to think about it, but
having a women writing it gives
a truer picture, Laughlin-Schultz
said.
W h i l e t h e Du s t B ow l w a s a
tough time in American history,
pieces of Henderson’s story portrayed positive outlooks and optimism in her letter “Letters from
the Dust Bowl” from May of 1936.
“Our soil is excellent,” Henderson wrote. “We need only a lit-

tle rain-less than in most places-to make it productive. No one
who remembers the wheat crops
of 1926,1929 or 1931 can possibly regard this as permanently submarginal land.”
He n d e r s o n w r o t e l e t t e r s t o
friends, family, public letters and
private letters as well.
Her public letters were published in Atlantic Monthly.
Her writings were descriptive in
telling what was going on but she
never told just how bad the situation got, Laughlin-Shultz said.
Laughlin-Shultz said Henderson’s letters to family described
very pleasurable, good writing.
Laughlin-Schultz started her research over winter break and said
the most interesting thing she
found out was Henderson’s ability
to combine her intellectual life and
privileged life gained through her
education.
As a history teacher, LaughlinSchultz teaches the presidential
election of 1932 between Herbert
Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt.
In one of Henderson’s letters she
wrote that she saw no difference
between the two candidates, which
is not how Laughlin-Schultz teaches the class.
Although that is not how she
teaches the class, Laughlin-Schultz
said she will bring in Henderson’s
contrary voice.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu .

Program to explore 'The Grapes of Wrath'
By Abbey Whittington
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Booth Library will host another presentation as part of its ongoing Dust Bowl series at 4 p.m.
Wednesday.
The program, titled “The Politics of Drought in ‘The Grapes of
Wrath,’” will connect Booth Library’s Dust Bowl exhibit to political issues addressed in John Steinbeck’s novel at 4 p.m. Wednesday.
The program is free and open
to the public and will be held at
Booth Library in Conference Room
4440.
Robin Murray, an English and
women’s studies professor, will
present Steinbeck’s portrayal of the

Dust Bowl through the novel along
with references from the film.
Ev e n t h o u g h t h e n ov e l a n d
1940s film with John Ford use the
drought as a protagonist, Steinbeck
discusses much more than a trip to
western America.
The aftermath of the drought
caused many controversial issues
in America involving environmental law such as water rights, which
“The Grapes of Wrath” mentions
through a family of Dust Bowl refugees.
Both the novel and film draw
their inspiration from the environmental history and law regarding
America’s views of water rights during the Dust Bowl, droughts and
abundances of water.

Murray will be citing the legal
and environmental history found in
the novel during the presentation.
“Influenced by activist goals and
anti-corporate philosophy and media, Steinbeck wrote ‘The Grapes
of Wrath’ not only to entertain but
also to send a message condemning
corporate barons and uplifting their
victims,” Murray said.
Some important aspects of
“Grapes of Wrath” Murray intends
to focus on during the presentation
are Steinbeck’s work demonstrating
how refugees suffered and the dangers of their migration, his support
for labor unions and his wish for
an alternative to corporate farming
such as Tom Collins’ Farm Security
Association Camp.

“’The Grapes of Wrath’ is the
story of a family’s struggle for survival in the Promised Land. It is
the story of migrants’ struggle to
survive. But it is also the story of
a nation, America,” Murray said.
“Through allusions to Christ, the
Israelites and the great Exodus,
‘The Grapes of Wrath’ becomes
a story of our quest for profound
comprehension of our commitment
to our fellow men and the earth we
inhabit. In the Age of Anthropocentric climate change, ‘The Grapes
of Wrath’ also illustrates the ongoing power of its environmental legal context.”
Abbey Whittington can be reached
at 581-2812 or anwhittington@eiu.

CORRECTION
In Monday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, in the article “Admitted students visit campus, classes,” Tom Glenn should have been identified as the associate
director of admissions. Kara Hadley-Shakya is the interim director of admissions. The News regrets the error.
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What’s Happening on Campus?

Dust, Drought & Dreams Gone Dry Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library
Rubber Lovers | 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
MLK Union - Martinsville Room. Come learn the basics of safer sex.
Job Fair Prep Workshop | 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Career Services - Call 581-2412 for reservations.
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/
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Jazz combos prepared for performance
By Samuel Nusbaum
Staff Reporter| @DEN_News
The sound of saxophones, clarinets and other instruments willbe
sounding off again playing classic
songs from the likes of Miles Davis and Stevie Wonder among others.
The jazz combos will be at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday in The Theatre.
of Doudna.
The combos are being put on
by the Eastern Jazz Studies program and feature around 50 students who have been filtered into
one of the two jazz ensembles or
one of the three combos.
Music professor Paul Johnston
is a coach for the combos along
with music professor Nick Tucker.
Johnston said each combo practices twice each week.
“ We spend this time playing
music together, practicing improvisation, and crafting arrangements for the group,” Johnston
said.
Johnston is coaching two of the
combos and said the students have
been practicing their pieces since
the beginning of this semester and
figured out where they would be

based on auditions they held last
fall even though they have been
performing around campus and
the community.
Dan Crews, the director of patron ser vices for Doudna, said
the combos would be held in The
Theatre because that is the best
venue for it.
“ These concer ts have always
been held in The Theatre due to
its size in seating capacity (275
seats) and it is the best venue for
sound in regards to performing
jazz,” Crews said.
Crews said these events usually
have a good turnout, with his estimates being that between 70 percent and 80 percent of the venue
is filled.
The Theatre has been completely filled during some shows.
The news brief said the Notre
Dame jazz festival and North Texas Jazz festival have recognized
Eastern jazz ensembles as well as
other jazz festivals across the region for their playing and hard
work.
Johnston confirmed this and
said the ensembles have done will
in the past.
“In the past, student groups

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

The Vanguard Sextet plays “Take the A Train” written by Billy Strayhorn and arragned by Cark Terry during the EIU
Jazz Combos concert on Feb.19, 2015

have been invited to participate
in these festivals,” Johnston said.
“They give students a chance to
perform, get feedback from other musicians, and hear other collegiate groups.”
Crews said the combos have
gotten a warm reception from
both the student body and
Charleston communities.

“These concert draw a strong
audience from the local community as well as the campus community, and not just music students but students from a variety
of study areas,” Crews said.
The groups will perform classic jazz works and new jazz compositions according to the news
brief. Student musicians that do

well will be featured in playing
the music of Wayne Shorter, Miles
Davis, and Stevie Wonder.
The combos start are free of
charge to both the Eastern and
Charleston community.
Sam Nusbaum can be
reached at 581-2812
or scnusbaum@eiu.edu.

Senate seeks to educate students on issues
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943
The Student Senate will be voting on a resolution and a bill at
7 p.m. Wednesday in the ArcolaTuscola Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
The resolution is intended to
educate the general student body
on the budget impasse and allocations to higher education institutions.
According to the resolution, the
student government will inform
students on the issues by using social media and physical outreach.
Maralea Negron, the student
speaker of the senate, said educating students about the budget impasse is important so they know
what the school is in need of and
why their education and Eastern
are at stake.
“If students do not know why
this budget impasse is happening

“If students are more educated on what is happening,
they might not feel as inclined to believe rumors about
our institution’s financial standing.”
-Maralea Negron, Student Senate Speaker
or why we do not have our allocations then they can not appropriately demand that our state do
something to fix the problem,”
Negron said.
Negron said the need for this
resolution came to the executive
board’s attention after the recent
Fund EIU rally.
Although some students who attended the rally had good intentions of advocating for a budget
and allocations, many did not understand what the cause of the impasse was, Negron said.

“For example, students who
were not in the know of the political background behind this matter became more worried that EIU
would be closing its doors rather than reassured that the student
body, community, faculty and
staff were standing together to become one unanimous voice and
take a stand together to push for
a budget and our allocations,” Negron said.
Negron also said if students do
not understand what the problem
is and do not realize that it is a

statewide problem rather than an
Eastern problem, they cannot fully understand the motives and
purpose of the Fund EIU campaign and the causes of the conflict in Springfield.
“If students are more educated
on what is happening they might
not feel as inclined to believe rumors about our institution’s financial standing,” Negron said.
Negron said the resolution is
sort of a goal and responsibility
for student government to help inform the student body, but in the

Bring
Your

future a long-term goal would be
to start a campaign.
Student Senate will also vote on
bill which calls for the additional
allocation of $700 for the “Konnichiwa Sushi Event.”
According to the bill’s rationale, the University Board wants
to bring back the event as a result
of popular demand.
“I do believe the majority of
senate is comfor table with the
$700 allocation for this event,”
Negron said.
Since the event is hosted during Asian Heritage Month, it provides students a fun way to be exposed to cultural diversity, the rationale said.
The allocation will come from
the Apportionment Board’s budget.
Analicia Haynes can be
reached at 581-2812
or achaynes@eiu.edu.

February 17, 11am
Atrium and Main Galleries
@The Tarble

Own Lunch

For Young Adults
& The Young At Heart!
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Tarble Arts Center | 2010 9th Street, Charleston, IL
Open: 10am-5pm Tuesday-Friday | 1-4pm Saturday-Sunday
Closed: Mondays, holidays and during installation periods
(217) 581-2787 | eiu.edu/tarble | tarble@eiu.edu | Follow TheTarble on social media
free admission and visitor parking
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The Life of Pirates

Chris Picazo

Do not let
stress take
over you
It seems to be that time of the semester where
students are starting to feel stresses out about
classes, assignments, tests and just about anything else you could name.
It could be the cold, snowy weather that
makes everything much worse than it seems. It
could be the responsibilities of school work, participating in student organizations and working
a part-time job.
A survey conducted by the Associated Press in
2009 found that 85 percent of college students
have experienced or frequently experience daily
stress from college.
There is a lot of pressure for college students
nowadays.
The idea to pull all-nighters, study a ridiculous amount of hours for one test, having
no time to go out in hopes of graduating and
getting a decent paying job in the field you
obtained your degree in.
The Associated Press survey reported: 77 percent of students feel stress over academic concerns; 77 percent feel stress about grades; and 60
percent feel stress to the point where they cannot
get any work done.
The idea of your student loans building up
each year and accruing interest as more time
passes.
A national survey from The Ohio State University reported in 2015 that seven out 10 students feel stressed about their finances.
The Institute for College Access and Success
reported in 2015 that the average debt a student
in Illinois higher education had after graduation
was $28,984.
If you’re lucky, you will have a lot less. Or you
could have gone out-of-state after high school
and decided to transfer in-state, and accumulated a ridiculous amount of debt in the process.
You could also be worried about what is to
come after graduation.
That excitement to once leave home after
high school may not have lasted all through four
years of college. It’s all overwhelming.
It’s seems that with so many responsibilities
and things to worry about nowadays, there isn’t
really enough free time left in the week.
College is hard, and there is a lot of responsibility to go along with it.
There is a point to all of this, and it not just
meant to make you more stressed out by looking
at percentage and figures.
We all know college is a stressful environment
to be in.
We all think about the things listed above, so
there is no reason to pretend we don’t.
College only takes up a small portion of our
entire lives. While it is important to think about
school and what is to happen in the future, you
also have to allow yourself a day to unwind and
just not think about anything.
Have a day for yourself every now and again,
and do what you want to do because before you
know it, you could be senior about to graduate.
Enjoy your time at college. I’ve heard it is the
best years of our lives.

JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Staff Editorial

Budget impasse affects Testing Center
The Testing Center was suspended on Monday because of the lack of staff able to run the
center.
During the last round of layoffs, the only person working at the Testing Center full-time was
let go, leading to other employees helping to run
it in addition to their own responsibilities.
On March 11, the Office of Testing and Evaluation will lose two staff members who will be
bumped to different positions.
This is an extremely unfortunate situation.
According to an article in The Daily Eastern
News, the Testing Center was able to help faculty
who did not have the resources or knowledge to
accommodate students, and without this help,
the university could potentially be at risk for
lawsuits if the students are not accommodated.
It is clear that students were helped by and
enjoyed the Testing Center and everything it was
able to offer them in terms of accommodations.
While students will still get their testing accommodations through faculty, and it is
important to point out that the Office of Student Disability Services will still assist students
that need it.
The fact that the Testing Center will not be
around will just be another hardship the univer-

sity has to face because of the budget impasse.
Students and faculty are understandably
upset.
While the faculty can accommodate students
with learning or any other kind of disability that
causes them to need different testing accommodations, it will create more work for them at a
time when many people are overworked as is.
That being said, faculty have already done
their best to work with students with disabilities
to help them succeed in the classroom and will
continue doing so.
Though they might not always have the exact
knowledge on how to accommodate students at
first, reaching out to the Office of Student Disability Services is always a good way to get these
resources.
However, since this office does not know the
ins and outs of various departments as well as
those who work in those departments, as reported in The News, faculty will need to determine
with their departments and chairs how they will
accommodate testing situations for students
with disabilities.
It is more important than ever that students
who have disabilities that interfere with test taking or learning in general be vocal about the

help they need.
In the article, the director of Student Disability Services mentioned that some students can
be timid about going to their instructors with
their needs.
Although it can be hard to tell instructors
about needing accommodations, students will be
helping themselves and their instructors, especially now, if they are open and honest about
what they need.
Though faculty will have to figure things out,
there are some who have worked with students
who need accommodations before and who are
happy to help a student who is willing to learn
no matter what.
If the budget impasse comes to an end and
the Testing Center will be able to be opened
again, it would be best for students, faculty, and
the university as a whole.
However, if this does not happen soon, it will
be up to the faculty and students to make up for
the void it leaves.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Find more about yourself in alone time

Dating in college is like trying to find
lunch in college.
We all want the good stuff: pizza. There
are those who will spend extra money for the
“expensive” stuff in Charleston.
These people are the ones who go the extra
mile on your date, show up with flowers and
whisper sweet words.
These are the ones who will make you feel
special but in the end leave you wondering
what you did wrong.
The next is the group who buys the
“cheaper” pizza in Charleston. These are the
people you meet at the basic college party.
They will fill your red solo cup up and
keep replenishing it after you only took a sip.
These are the people that are socializing with
you for one thing and one thing only.
Then there are those who invite you over
for frozen pizza and video games.
These people are the ones who you know
you can chill with.
You may have feelings for this one, but you
know they do not care about you as much as
you care about them. So you settle for being
their “bro.”
But after you wade through all those
choices you meet the one who does not want
pizza.
Chris Picazo is a senior journalism major. He can be
They want to take you out to your favorreached at 581-2812 or cepicazo@eiu.edu. ite place. This time it could be anywhere in

Liz Dowell
Charleston or beyond. They want to make
you happy, despite having to drive all the way
to Champaign for sushi.
You may feel a little skeptical. All you have
been having for the past months was pizza,
but eventually you realize that this person is
actually in it for something.
Dating in college is weird. Seriously. You
either meet the person you’re supposed to
marry or you ended up just dating around.
You end up at your senior year realizing
that you would rather be by yourself and finish with a sober mind and long lasting experiences.
Dating was weird for me in college. I think

it is that I have high expectations and high
values of myself. I met a lot of people in college who I have been interested in and have
tried to date.
They were all either a “bro,” pretty face or
complete waste of my time. You cannot have
an actual relationship with someone who has
a head as empty as a flowerpot.
How are you to have a lasting conversation with your partner if they cannot even get
social ques?
Dating is not a required experience in college. It can be a nice distraction from everyday life.
But now looking back, I wish I had stayed
single for my entire college career.
My life would have ended up differently. But I’m not hating on those who chose
to find themselves through partners or those
who are just having some fun or those who
think they found the one.
I’m just saying do not let dating over take
your time. Don’t dwell on the fact that you
have not found a partner for a while. Instead
find yourself.
Because in the long run, if you cannot love
yourself, then how do you expect anyone to
love you?
Liz Dowell is a senior journalism major. She can be
reached at 581-2812 or lhdowell@eiu.edu.
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Soul Train to bring music, dance of ‘80s, ‘90s
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By Janet Pernell
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The African-American Heritage
Month Committee will be hosting a
free event that will take the crowd on
a trip down memory lane.
“Soul Train: 80s and 90s Edition
with DJ ResQue” will be at 7 p.m.
Friday in the University Ballroom of
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
This is the second annual Soul
Train as part of African-American
Heritage Month.
Veneicia Duckett, a senior family

»

CITY COUNCIL,

Combs said he urges our legislatures from both parties to compromise and provide funding that is
needed for Eastern and other universities in Illinois.
“This is not about who is right
or wrong, or who is going to win,”
Combs said. “This is about our state
leaders finding a way to get these
schools the financial support they all
need to keep going.”
Combs said he has contacted lawmakers many times about this pressing issue, and he encourages the entire
community to do the same.
He reminded the attendees that
elected officials are a part of this community too, and they are facing a difficult task ahead of them.
President David Glassman responded during the meeting to Phillips’ and Combs’ statements regarding
Eastern.
Glassman said he is thankful and
appreciative of Charleston for all the
love and support community members have shown recently for Eastern.
“What we are looking for is the
preservation of our great institution,
higher education benefits everyone,”
Glassman said.
Glassman said he is hopeful and
confident that Illinois lawmakers will
pass a clean budget, so Eastern can
continue to succeed.
“We will continue our fight, and
we will continue our advocacy on behalf of EIU,” Glassman said. “And as
I’ve said many many times, I am extremely confident and have full expectations that our lawmakers will make
the right decision, and that is to pass
an appropriation for EIU and for all
the other public universities and community colleges in the state.”
Glassman said he is expecting lawmakers to come together and pass the
appropriations that are needed for
Eastern’s future and success.
“I’m hoping that it’s sooner rather
than later, as we are already seeing the
effects of going eight months without a budget,” Glassman said. “I am
confident that we will see progress being made and together we will have a
very prosperous, successful future, for
not just EIU, but for EIU, Charleston
and for our entire region.”
In other business matters, the
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and consumer sciences major, is the
coordinator for the African-American
Heritage Month Committee.
Duckett said performances by
Rhythm & X-tacy Dance Team, Couture Modeling, and The Heartbreakers are expected.
Duckett said last year was a success despite of it being on a Thursday night. Since this year will be on a
Friday night, it is expected to have an
even greater turnout.
Julianne Adegoriolu, a junior kinesiology and sports studies major, is the
public relations coordinator for the
event and will help out with making

sure things run smoothly.
“Soul Train” was a popular TV
show that aired from 1971 through
2006, and it included dancing in a
group and often had special performances from musical artists.
It is a common African-American
tradition that some people bring back
to this day. During the event, music
from the ‘80s through the 2000’s era
will be played.
Because the event will be Soul
Train themed, students may come
dressed the style of the ‘80s and ‘90s.
2000s and 2010s attire is accepted as
well.

Sekiyah Ware, a sophomore sociology and psychology major, is the vice
president of Rhythm & X-tacy.
Ware said Rhythm & X-tacy would
be doing a Missy Elliott tribute to
most of her old songs and a few of
her new ones. The other two organizations’ performances are unknown at
this time.
Students can participate in activities including Soul Train Scrabble
board and a Soul Train dance. With
the board, students will have to put
scrambled letters together that will
spell the name of an artist just like in
the show.

A Soul Train line is formed when
a group of people is divided into two
sides and someone goes in between
and starts dancing down the line. After one person makes it down the line
someone goes in after and so on.
Gift cards to Buffalo Wild Wings
or the University Union will be given
out. Students can also win an AfricanAmerican Heritage shirt if they managed to guess the Scrabble board questions correctly.
Janet Pernell can be
reached at 581-2812
or jopernell@eiu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
council voted in favor of purchasing
the real estate of 910 Madison Ave.
Combs said the city will demolish the
property for city purposes.
The property of 910 Madison
Ave. is owned by Credit Union One,
and will be selling the real estate for
$12,000 to the city. The lot is next to
the Charleston Fire Department Station #1, located at 404 Tenth St.
The council approved amending
a drive-in establishment ordinance
that will change the minimum drivethrough land radius from 45 ft. to 20
ft., the outside lane radius to 32 ft.
and the width to 12 ft.
Combs said this proposed amendment is just a code revision.
The council voted in favor to authorize repairs to the Water Treatment Plant ozone generator by a Single-Source Vendor. Combs said the
repairs are needed after damages that
occurred in the Water Treatment
Plant as a result of a fire.
Mitsubishi Electric Power Products, Inc. is the designer and manufacturer of the proprietary ozone generator and the only company that can
perform the necessary repair. Mitsubishi Electric Power Products, Inc. said
they can make the repairs needed for a
cost not to exceed $118,000.
The council voted in favor for the
renewal of lease agreement between
the city and the Special Olympics of
Coles County.
The City of Charleston owns the
Municipal Building, of 520 Jackson
Ave., and the Special Olympics plans
on renting office space in the building.
The city approved to authorize an
agreement for janitorial contract renewal between the city and Excel EcoClean.
The city will continue to use Excel
EcoClean for the purpose of cleaning
the Municipal Building and Recreation Department, the Charleston Police Department, the Police Training
Facility and the Lincoln Douglas Debate Museum.
Combs also announced the proclamation of recognizing the month of
February as Black History Month.
Lynnsey Veach can be reached
at 581-2812 or lmveach@eiu.edu.
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Jonathan Williams and Juan Nevarez, members of the College Deomcrats, deliberate during a debate between
them and the College Republicans Tuesday night in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union.
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DEBATE,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Democrats poked fun at the Republicans by saying that the Republicans gave them the idea for Obamacare.
The question arose of whether or
not Obama is obligated to select a
new Supreme Court justice after the
recent death of Antonin Scalia.
Both parties agreed Obama has the
obligation to do so, but the difference
was that the Democrats emphasized it
should not be up to him alone.
The Republicans’ rebuttal was that
when President Ronald Reagan was
in office, he was in a similar situation
and still elected a new Supreme Court
Justice.
The Democrats spoke strongly about the next topic of discussion,
which was if the minimum wage rate
should be raised throughout the Unit-
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ed States.
The Democratic points were that
it should be raised, and it is an issue
that should be visited every five to
10 years. They also stated that these
are not permanent jobs and people
should be trained to get better jobs in
the long run instead of settling for a
minimum wage paycheck.
The Republicans did not have
much rebuttal to this and agreed by
saying that people should be trained
in a better manner for the idea of obtaining a better job.
The final issue of debate was
whether of not the United States
should continue to take in Syrian refugees. The Republicans came out firing on this topic stating that it is the
country’s duty as a world power to
help those in a less fortunate situa-

tion.
They also stated that with that
power comes danger and there still
must be extensive background check
on these refugees to allow them citizenship.
The Democratic Party also agreed
but with a little more hesitation. They
used the phrase “consider it” but also
stated only been three terrorists have
been found through our refugee programs to also support the claim.
Both the Republicans and the
Democrats discussed different issues,
to which to both sides mostly agreed
to the solutions that were put forth by
either party.
Jason Franc can
be reached at 581-2812
or jmfranc@eiu.edu.
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Faculty Senate revises bylaws
on committees, replaces senator
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943

“I was appalled to discover that we have all these
committees that haven’t met for a decade or longer.”

The Faculty Senate approved
bylaw changes and selected a replacement senator Tuesday.
Senator Grant Sterling said
most of the proposed changes
are minor and intended to clarify language that was already
there or put in things that Faculty Senate has already done.
“Last fall we finished the process of revising our constitution, so it made sense for us also
to look at our bylaws,” Sterling
said.
Senators approved a revision
in the way vacancies are filled in
elected committees.
“Currently we’re supposed to
go back to the original election
and offer the position to anyone
who ran for the position at the
time and lost,” Sterling said.
Sterling said the current system is unclear, takes time, is subject to mistakes and has run into
difficulties over the years.
“We have to figure out which
people from the old election are
eligible. If no-one is, then we
have to go through all the elections for that position since then
to see if anyone else is eligible,”
Sterling said. “Then we have to
contact those people, and see if
they still want to serve.”
Sterling said some key committees allow people to serve on
no more than one at the same
time.
“So we have to check to see
if the person has been elected to
another of those committees in

-Grant Sterling, Faculty Senator
the meantime,” Sterling said.
which tend to be critical comA new system was proposed mittees.
that will be clear and flexible for
Senator Amy Rosenstein
the senate, Sterling said.
asked what the senate’s role was
The revision proposes a in the governance of the elected
smoother system where the sen- committees and said the Senate
ate can appoint a replacement cannot force them to meet.
for one year for someone whose
“It’s my understanding that
term is ending or hold a special our role in this was to ensure
election for longer-term vacan- that there was some represencies, Sterling said.
tation of faculty on university
“We can choose someone committees and that we were a
who ran for the position in an major mechanism for populatearlier election but we aren’t re- ing these committees,” Rosenquired to do so,” Sterling said.
stein said. “But that it was not
Senator Todd Bruns asked our role to govern these comhow the senate chooses a re- mittees and not have any auplacement.
thority to override their deciSterling said he did not put sions.”
how the senate will choose a reBruns said the senate has the
placement in the bylaws because right to know whether or not
he wanted to leave it open so the these committees are meeting.
senate will have the flexibility to
“It’s just for us to be indecide.
formed,” Bruns said.
Sterling said another revision
Sterling said the senate does
is to role the function of the ad have the ability to overrule some
hoc committee on committees of the committees under their
into the duties of the elections constitution.
committee.
“I was appalled to discover
“In addition to running elec- that we have all these committions, the committee will at- tees that haven’t met for a decade
tempt to determine whether or longer,” Sterling said.
the elected committees are acSenators agreed to revise the
tually meeting and will report to bylaw as long as it states that the
the
senate
if they
areTimes
not,” Sterelections Sales
committee
will report
The
New
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Syndication
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ling said.
committees
who 10018
do not meet
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York, N.Y.
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The Faculty Senate also selected a replacement senator to fill
the recent vacancy in the senate
after three individuals responded
to the call for volunteers sent out
last week.
Jemmie Robertson, the chair
of Faculty Senate, said the call
for volunteers was not the senate’s first option; however, because no qualified alternatives
could serve, they had to ask for
volunteers.
Senator Jeffrey Stowell said
the senate only needed one volunteer and motioned to appoint
Svetlana Mitrovski, an associate
professor of chemistry, because
she was the first qualified individual to respond.
Senator Charles Wharram
said he felt uncomfortable about
choosing the first person who responded.
Senator Stephen Sher agreed
with Wharram and said responding quickly to an email is
not an important qualification
to serve as a faculty senator.
Robertson said he felt it is
important to continue to meet
quorum for the remainder of the
term. The Senate approved the
replacement.
Analicia Haynes can be
reached at 581-2812 or
achaynes@eiu.edu.

1, 2 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST
*Quiet
locations
*As low as
$285/mo each
person

Edited by Will Shortz

Crossword
37 Title Mr. of
literature
38 Post-operation
site, for short
39 Elementary
education …
or feature of
the last words
punned upon in
17-, 29-, 49and 66-Across
43 “Y” wearer
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60 Expected hr. at
the airport
62 That ship
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21

25

34

26

39

44

45

40

64

11 Loony-looking
12 New York’s ___
Field

13

31

32

56

57

37

47
51

43
48

52

54

59

60

61

65

66

69

70

71

72

26 “Hello Goodbye”
to “All You
Need Is Love”
on the Beatles’
“Magical Mystery
Tour” album
28 “Put a cork in it!”
30 Maestro’s signal
31 Do nothing
32 Jockey strap
33 Grand ___
(opera house
section)
34 Tiptop

10 Type of laptopto-printer
connection

12

28

42

50

6 April weather
event

9 Vanish, in a
way

11

23

27

46

PUZZLE BY JEREMY NEWTON

8 Lenders’ figs.

22

41

53
58

10

36

5 Speaks volumes

7 Org. for R.V.
lovers

9

30

35

49

4 Tats

8

16

20

DOWN

3 Poison used on
TV’s “Breaking
Bad”

7

29

73 Feeling sexually
aroused

2 “Oh, give me
___ …”

6

18

24

38

1 Jettison

5
15

70 Volunteer’s
affirmation

47 City by the
Wasatch
Mountains

58 Juice drink
brand

4

19

46 Equine nibble

54 Eclipse

K
O
I

69 Home of the
Imperial Palace

3

17

33

53 Pair for some
Winter Olympians

P
R
E
E
N

66 Chiffon mishap?

2

14

72 Currency unit,
briefly

49 Pond admired
from the back
porch?

R
O
M
A
N

64 First name in
infamy

1

71 Villain’s look

44 Poet Lazarus

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
L
O
F
A
T

63 The Horned
Frogs of the
N.C.A.A.

No. 0113

55
62

63

67

35 Pick from
another’s pack
40 Give a lift
41 Funny Charlotte
42 Enchanting sort
45 Couples’
getaway?
48 Come together
50 Try to win
51 Oil spot?
52 Old anesthetic
55 Dined at home
56 Burn, as milk

68

73

57 Irritably sullen
58 New England
football team,
informally
59 Use in great
excess
61 It’s west of the
Pacific
65 Corrosive stuff
67 D.D.E.’s
predecessor
68 Old “You’re
going to like us”
sloganeer

13 “Home
Invasion” rapper Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
15 “For ___!”
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
22 Studio alert
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
25 PX patron

*For appointment
Phone
217- 348- 7746

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

CLASSIFIEDS
For rent

ACROSS
1 Wraps around
the subcontinent
6 The Rocksteady 7
genre
9 Hermès rival
14 Market not to be
bullish in?
16 Courtier who
invites Hamlet to
a duel
17 Frost mixed with
pebbles?
18 Ebb away
19 Bud in Burgundy
20 Dated
21 Scatter
23 Bad spot for
taking prom
pictures
24 Authors of
fiction?
27 Having a
propensity to dig
29 Priest getting
what’s coming to
him?
33 Don’t do it
36 High on hwys.
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Beautiful 2 BDRM Apts. Cathedral
ceilings, walk-in closets, central
A/C, fitness center, sundeck,
trash, water included. Very clean,
safe, quiet environment. Great
for grad students, upperclassmen, or non-traditional students.
Short- and long-term leases. Best
prices in town. 815-600-3129
leave message.
________________________ 2/19
3 or 4 Tenants off street parking 2
bathroom washer dryer 3 blocks
from campus 1710 11th St.
(217) 273-2507
________________________ 2/21
8 bedroom house and 5 bedroom
house good location also 2 bedroom apartment water included
new carpet/ nice appliances Village
Rentals (217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/23
5 BR House - 2 full baths, 2 half
baths. W/D included. 1025 4th
Street. Large deck. Call Tim Thompson 618-670-4442
________________________ 2/24
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse.
Call 24 hours for details
217-549-2668.
________________________ 2/25
Beautiful 3 bedroom 1 and 1/2 bath
duplex fully furnished parking trash
cable and internet included in rent
$365 a month per person
(217) 345-3353
________________________ 2/29
Beautiful big 4 bedroom 2 bath duplex fully furnished parking trash
cable and internet included in rent
$365 a month per person
(217) 345-3353
________________________ 2/29
2 Bedroom Houses, Fall. Close to
campus. Appliances. 11 month
lease. (217) 549-7031.
________________________ 2/29

For rent
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 2/29
Fall 2016: Very Nice 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 8
BR Houses. 1 - 3 Blocks from Campus. Rent includes lawn care, trash,
and utility allowance.
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
________________________ 2/29
Very nice 2 & 3 BR, 2 Bath furnished
apartments behind McHugh’s.
Rent includes cable and internet.
Call 217-493-7559 or
myeiuhome.com
________________________ 2/29
Leasing for Fall - 1 and 2 Bedroom
Apartments. 1041 7th Street. Clean,
efficient, convenient, and affordable. Laundry, off-street parking, no
pets. Deposit and references required. 217-345-7286
________________________ 2/29
For Summer & Fall 2016 - 1, 2, 3
and 4 BR Apts. 348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 2/29
Properties available 7th Street. 2
blocks from campus. 5 and 6 BR
houses with trash paid. Call
217-855-8521.
________________________ 2/29
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apts available August
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11

Check out our multimedia content!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
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Pitcher eagerly anticipates last season at Eastern
By Maria Baldwin
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Senior pitcher Jake Johansmeier is ready for Eastern baseball to
have a winning season.
The Panthers may have recorded a 13-36 overall record last season, but Johansmeier believes the
team is more prepared this year
than in years past.
“It’s my last year, so I want to
go out with a bang,’’ Johansmeier said. “I want to form into a role
that gels with everyone this year.
In years past, it has been rigid. Everyone has been like ‘This is my
job and there’s been gaps,’ so this
year my biggest challenge is not
only getting everyone to gel together, so that there isn’t any gaps,
and I just want to be more flexible.’’
Despite the past, Johansmeier
has had a notable career at Eastern.
He has a 5.71 total career ERA,
including 107 career strikeouts.
On the offensive side, Johansmeier has a batting average of .320.
In 2013 he was named to the
All-OVC Newcomer team, and as
a junior, his first win of the season was against Belmont where
he pitched seven innings with one
earned run and three strikeouts.
Hi s l o n g e s t p i t c h i n g o u t i n g
was against UT Martin where he
pitched nine innings, only allowing one run.
During his sophomore year,
Johansmeier recorded 42 total
strikeouts in 72.2 innings of ac-

tion. As a freshman Johansmeier
threw 33 strikeouts, 21 of which
were in conference play.
“ This year we are more prepared then we were in years past,’’
Johansmeier said. “I also think
we have more talent this year and
people are already showcasing
their abilities and it’s just a better
feel day in and day out. Everyone’s
coming in and giving one hundred
percent and it is going to pay off
for us.’’
Eastern brought in 10 freshmen
to play this year, including four
pitchers.
Johansmeier credits the newcomers to being the reason behind
his success in the off-season.
By teaching them new skills, he
can learn a thing or two as well.
“Getting back to where I can
feel all of my pitches and throw
them where I want to is what I
work on the most, but also I like
to help some of the younger guys
take that next step in their game.’’
Johansmeier said. “Kind of teaching, but still learning the game
through them.’’
Because of his role as a mentor
to the younger players, Johansmeier credits his role with his vocal
presence on the diamond.
“Ever yone is a leader on our
team in some way.’’ Johansmeier
said. “I would say I am the most
vocal, in good and bad ways, I
would say I am the yeller. I don’t
like when people mess around.
There’s a time for fun and a time
for work and when it’s time for
work, we need to work.’’

Johansmeier said he looks forward to all the games this season
because of the talent Eastern possesses this year.
Although it is bittersweet for
him, he is ready for some success.
This Friday, the Panthers will
open their season at Southern
Mississippi, the same location
Eastern opened their season at
when Johansmeier and his fellow
senior teammates were freshmen.
“The original senior class is so
small. We are down to three true
seniors’’ Johansmeier said. “The
first time we ever stepped on the
field together was at Southern
Miss, so the team and I are definitely looking for ward to that
game. It’ll be bittersweet.’’
Jo h a n s m e i e r h a s p l a y e d t h e
pitching position since he was five
years old, and it is the fun and
high stress aspect of the game that
has kept him playing so long, he
said.
‘’As a pitcher, you just get to
have more fun.’’ Johansmeier said.
‘’It’s also part of the experience.
When we aren’t playing, we are
messing around here and there,
but it’s really high stress and high
pressure. You kind of control the
game, but then when you’re not
playing it’s the fun part, it reminds you this is why I play.’’
Eastern Illinois baseball hits the
road on the Friday for a threegame series at Southern Mississippi.
Maria Baldwin can be reached
at 581-2812 or mjbaldwin@eiu.edu.
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Jake Johansmeier has been a valuable player for the Panthers for the last
four years.

Women’s basketball team shoots for 3rd straight win
By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball
team will have a chance to continue its winning streak against Murray State Wednesday night in the
annual Pink Out game.
The Panthers will be closing out
their three-game home stand and
are trying to make it three straight
wins as Murray State comes into
town.
Eastern has been able to get
back into the win column this
home stand with wins over Southeast Missouri and Austin Peay.
Head coach Debbie Black credits the defense for the winning
streak.
“I think mostly when you look
at the stats, we’ve held the last
two teams under 60 points and

that’s been our lowest point of the
OVC, so I think it’s really been
defense,” she said. “I think our focus on defense has really helped us
and that’s been kind of the biggest
thing.”
They won 64-56 in their last
outing against Austin Peay as they
shot 52 percent in the second half
to earn a second straight victory.
Murray State comes into Wednesday night’s game on a winning
streak of their own, which is now
three games long.
The Racers of Murray State are
currently 10-14 on the season and
6-7 in the OVC.
They defeated Eastern earlier
this season, 66-56.
Senior Kyra Gulledge and sopho m o r e K e’ Sh u n a n Ja m e s e a c h
scored 17 points in the contest.
Gulledge grabbed a team-high-
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“I think mostly when you look at the stats, we’ve held the last two teams under 60
points.”
-Debbie Black, head coach
nine rebounds- in the game as
well.
In the January matchup, Eastern was forced into 24 turnovers
and shot 38.8 percent from the
field for the game. They were able
to hang around in the game by going 7-for-16 from behind the arc
and 11-of-12 from the free-throw
line.
Black reflected on the loss earlier this season.
“It was a really close game; it
was a four-point game down the
stretch,” she said. “I think the biggest thing is they’re playing really good basketball right now. They
really have a number of players

that can hurt you. They have one
of the best players in the league
in James, but other than that they
have a number of people in their
arsenal that can hurt us.”
Murray State was able to dominate inside, outscoring the Panthers 32-14 in the paint. They
also had a big 21-9 edge in points
off turnovers. Eastern has looked
like a different team the last few
games as junior guard Phylicia
Johnson has been coming through
late in games.
Johnson has averaged 17 points
per game during the two-game
winning streak. She scored 15
points last time out against Aus-

CHECK
OUT THE
YEARBOOK
ON FACEBOOK

tin Peay where she had a big second half with eight points, four
rebounds and two steals.
Red-shirt senior Shakita Cox
had a team high of 16 points
against Austin Peay. She also had
five rebounds and a steal in the
game. Eastern is coming into the
game with an overall record of
3-21 and 2-10 in conference play.
All three wins this season have
come at home in Lantz Arena.
The second to last home game
will begin at 6 p.m. Wednesday in
Lantz Arena.
Mark Shanahan can be reached
at 581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The #Eastern men’s and women’s swim teams head to the Summit League Championships today through Saturday.
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Eastern heads to Summit League Championships
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s and women’s
swim teams posted faster times than
previous years this season, and now
it is time for them to head to the
Summit League Championships this
weekend.
The 2016 Summit League Championships will be hosted by IndianaPurdue University Indianapolis.
Eastern and the rest of the Summit League teams will get underway
Wednesday and finish up Saturday.
The Panthers will be swimming
against Omaha, Western, South Dakota, South Dakota State, IUPUI,
and reigning champ Denver.
Denver has captured the title on
the men’s and women’s side in backto-back years and are in hope of making it three in a row.
Eastern has had the last two weeks
off from competition but have been
tapering, and everyone has been able
to get a little rest.
The past two weeks have gone well
for the Panthers, coach Jacqueline Michalski said.
During the tapering process, the
Panthers did a little bit of racing
against each other and some of the
swimmers posted season best times.
“They’re already feeling good and
they’re already there and ready to
swim,” Michalski said. “The confidence level is high; the energy’s high,
so everything is setting up to be like a
perfect weekend.”
The Panthers have had contribution from the freshman to the seniors
throughout the year.
Some freshmen were able to get a
few wins and the seniors continued to
be leaders of the team.
Seven senior women and three senior men are on the respective rosters.
Senior Kaylee Morris was arguably
one of the most consistent swimmers
for the Panthers, winning a majority
of her events throughout the regular
season.
While some of the freshmen were
able to get a few wins throughout
the year, freshman Nicholas Harkins started to come on at the end of
the year, earning his first career win
against Valparaiso on Jan. 23.
Harkins took first in the 200-yard
individual medley with a time of
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Junior Fallyn Schwake swims in the 1000 yard freestyle event January 16 at Padovan Pool.

2:02.86.
Harkins was one of the swimmers
who approached best times ever during the tapering process.
“I always go into meets thinking I’m better than everybody there,”
Harkins said. “If you get into the
mind set that you’re not going to
do well, then you’re not going to do
well.”
Harkins will swim the 200-yard
individual medley, and the 100 and
200-yard freestyle.
Eastern prepares themselves for the
Summit League Championships all
season, and for it to finally be here,
has everyone beyond excited, Michalski said.
“For it to actually be here and for
everything to be coming together, it’s
exciting,” Michalski said.
Freshman Lauren Oostman spent
the beginning of the season dealing
with a sickness, but still found a way
to be successful. Once she was over it,
she was finding herself in the front of
the pack pretty often.

Oostman will be swimming both
the 100-yard and 200-yard backstroke
events as well as the 500-yard freestyle. She has best times of 59.68 in
the 100-yard backstroke and 2:05.95
in the 200-yard backstroke at the
House of Champions. Her best time
for the 500-yard freestyle is 5:31.48
against Saint Louis Dec. 4.
Oostman’s goal for the Summit
League Championships is to set both
backstroke records, a goal she set early in the season, but she will also be
open minded going in.
“I’m extremely excited to compete
at conference,” Oostman said. “But
I am also a little nervous since this is
my first major college competition.
She said her success throughout the
season gives her extra confidence especially because she was still able to be
successful while dealing with a sickness.
Freshman Jason Manning came
into the season wanting to try out
swimming. He was unsure if he wanted to join the team when he visited

last spring, but decided to meet with
Michalski.
Manning has trained and grown a
lot in the sport and has made Michalski proud, she said. He was also one
of the swimmers posting best times in
practice in tapering, and even late in
the season too.
All season long, the Panthers focus
on themselves and how they can get
better, and how they do in the meets.
They don’t focus on what the other
teams can do.
“I don’t care what (the other Summit League teams) do,” Michalski
said. “My focus has always been this
team and I’ve prepared them the best
as I could as a coach and they’ve done
the best that they could as athletes.”
For senior swimmers like Kelsey
Ferguson, this is the fourth and final
conference meet of their college careers.
Ferguson will be swimming the
200-yard individual medley, 100-yard
breaststroke and the 200-yard breaststroke.

She has best times of 2:15.48 in the
200-yard individual medley, 1:09.65
in the 100-yard breaststroke and
2:28.58 in the 200-yard breaststroke.
Ferguson is excited for the last meet
and being with the rest of the seniors
she’s spent the four years makes the
nerves go away.
“I think mostly I just want to walk
away with great memories of my last
meet with this team, and have it really be the most memorable and enjoyable conference meet I’ve swam,’ Ferguson said. “
Sometimes throughout the season,
swimmers will get sick, and just like
in any other sport, injuries happen.
But everyone is ready to swim and is
at their best.
Athletic trainer Zachary Hill has
done a great job in getting everyone
ready to swim in the final meet of the
year, Michalski said.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

